RobertLand A cademy

On behalf of our Cadets,
Faculty and Board of
Governors, | would like to
wish you the happiest of
New Year!

This past September 11"
Robert Land Academy
commemorated its opening
30 years ago in 1978. From
its most humble beginning
with 28 Cadets,
predominantly from the
Toronto and Montreal areas, Robert Land has grown
and thrived over the last three decades. Those Cadets
and Faculty who were here in the early years remember
well the most basic and fundamental of buildings and
amenities set on what still could be recognized as an old
pig farm! Resurrected portable classrooms, second hand
barrack buildings, and a barn converted to indoor
recreational space comprised the campus. The original
farmhouse accommodated both classrooms and
administration; neither very welll The first newly
constructed building was the Dining Hall that was literally
built with our own hands.

Thirty years later, all of this is gone, replaced by
permanent buildings. The landscape has taken on more
of the look of a British frontier fort of the 1812 era. Four
barracks provide lodging for 160 Cadets now from
around the globe. Loyalist Hall houses most of the
academic classrooms. Landholme Hall, modeled after
the church in the Land family crest which is the central
feature of the Academy’s hat badge, serves almost 600
meals a day to Cadets and Faculty. Stratford Hall will be
dedicated “The McGovern Library” at Annual Inspection
May 30", in honour of Dr. Murray McGovern's
contribution to the founding of the Academy. And
Ritchie Hall serves as modern operations, medical,
admissions and administration headquarters, and will
add three more classrooms to its lower level this year.
Ivey Hall, our gymnasium for the past 22 years, is
undergoing a major renovation which includes a 6,000
square foot expansion providing additional indoor
physical training and recreation space. Depot, a “back to
basics” camping and outdoor education center, occupies
a portion of our woodland area with three buildings and a

man-made lake. These, along with other facility and
infrastructure improvements are the outward signs of
remarkable growth and progress over the past 30 years.

The Academy’s true progress though is best signified in
the success of our Cadets and, in particular, our
graduates. Over the years, we have seen some 3,000
young men pass through our doors! For most, Robert
Land Academy has been an experience that has brought
about improved grades, physical fitness and general
health, and better relationships with family and friends.
Our alumni occupy nearly every profession and walk of
life, many now with families of their own. We are
extremely proud of their many accomplishments. We
look forward to their promising futures as the Academy
continues to provide its unique programme to many
young men and their families worldwide.

To our many alumni, we ask that you stay in touch with
the Academy. Give us a call; send us a letter or e-mail.
Let us know where you are and what you are doing.
Please visit our website for upcoming events.

Lastly, we thank so many of you again who have so
graciously referred the Academy to your friends and
colleagues for their sons.
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Respectfully yours,

Deus et Patria

G.S. Bowman, Headmaster




FACELIFT TO IVEY HALL

Architect’s rendering of Ivey Hall with new multi-p urpose facility

Constructed in 1986, Ivey Hall has provided over 22 years of service to the

Academy’s sports and recreation programme. In the fall of 2008, a major
renovation to lvey Hall began to replace the lighting, flooring, and heating
system. At the same time, construction of a 6,000 square foot addition to Ivey
Hall commenced. This new multi-purpose facility will provide much needed
indoor recreation space. This total project represents a $1.2 million capital
investment, and is expected to be complete around the end of February 2009.
The Academy continues to look for sponsors for the project, including
benefactors willing to assist in the purchase of new weightlifting equipment,

wrestling mats, and other essential athletic equipment.
Academy if you can assist in this very exciting project.

Please contact the

Recent photo of Ivey Hall under construction

SCARLET PARADE

Robert Land Academy is pleased to announce that it will be

hosting its annual Scarlet Parade gala dinner and auction on
Saturday, April 25, 2009 at the Fairmont Royal York Hotel in
Toronto.  Proceeds raised from this event will benefit
deserving cadets through the Founder's Scholarship Fund.
Since its inception five years ago, the Fund has provided
nearly $250,000 in tuition aid to cadets. We look forward to
another very successful gala, along with the support of the
many friends and alumni of the Academy. To help support
this event, we ask you to purchase tickets to attend, arrange
for items to be included in the auction, or offer a donation.
For further information visit the Scarlet Parade website at
www.rla.ca/scarletparade or call the Academy directly.

ALUMNI “ ATTENTION”

If you are standing upright with your heals together....relax!

However, if we have lost contact with you over the years,
we would like to fix that. If you are reading this message,
then there is a good chance that you received this because
we have you in our data base. However, you may have
also received this because you finally returned home to
visit your parents and collect your mail! Regardless, we
would like to keep our records up to date so that we can
keep you apprised of current events and happenings at the
Academy. Please visit the Academy website at
www.rla.ca/alumni  where you can update your information
online. While it is still in its infancy, the RLA Alumni
Website will continue to grow and provide more information
to the alumni population. If you have received this and
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SCARLET PARADE
Gala Dinner & Auction in Support of the
Founder’s Scholarship Fund

/
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‘jpa'r Saturday, April 25, 2009

The Fairmont Royal York Hotel
Toronto, Ontario

AR

Cocktails & Silent Auction — 5 pm
Dinner and Live Auction — 7 pm
Dress: Black Tie Optional
$150 per Ticket

for further details visit
www.rla.ca/scarletparade
or call 905-386-6203

know of other RLA Old Boys who may not have, please
pass this along or direct them to the website where they
can download an electronic version of this newsletter.
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